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Claims 

• 

I JCURRENTLY AMENDED] , A method for business decision support for creating a part 
of an economic venture for evaluating hunnan resources utilizing an infornnation 
network with a plurality of nnembers - a Professional Collaboration Network with at 
least one Professional layer and at least one Trust Laye r comprisinfi: 

accessing a professional ability for at least one nriember from the at least one 
Professional Layer with members wherein the professional ability of said members may 
be assessed using third party knowledge of said members; 

accessing a Trust Reference for at least one member from the at least one Trust Layer 
with members, with linkages generated by dialog, thereby generating at least one 
connected network of members comprising pairs of connected members and each 
member of each of said connected networks of members being connected to every 
other member of said connected network through a series of pair-wise connections 
between members of one of s aid at least one T rust Layer in said connected network, 
and wherein a unique path along said pair-wise linkages between any two of said 
members with any one pair-wise linkage traversed only once, Is a connection thready 
and wherein the Trust Reference is generated by the contents of such a connection 
thread between any two members of said at least one Trust Network: 

. combining for a First Member of the at least one Professional Layer and the at least 
one Trust Layer a user of the doc i sion support system, w i th acccGs to ooid rospongo 
hictorlos of momberc of at l east ono of said Profossional Layers and l inkagos botwoen 
mombarsof at l east ono of said - Trust LavQrs> where i n said user ova j u a tos a n ovoluotod 
the professional ability and the Trust Reference for at least one Second Member of the 
at least one Professional Layer and the at least one Trust Layer mombor whoro i n sa i d 
ova l uatod momber is o mombor of at least ono of said ProfosDiono l LayGrss and at laast 
ono erf said Trust Notworlts j 

thereby enabling the usor of, the decision support system to evaluate for said First 
Member, the professional reputation of said ovpluatod at least one mombor Second 
Member using the response history of said ovajuatod at least one mombo r Second 
Member and references of members in a connected network to which said at least one 
second ovatuat ed member belongs. 

2. .fCURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 1, wherein said accessing the Trust Reference fro m the at 
least one Trust Layer further comprising : 

Querying the at least one Trust Layer of the Professional Collaboration Network 
comprising trust linkages representing trust measures, betw een members of the 
Professional Collaboration Network for the Second Member: 
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.obtaining in response from the Trust Layer, commu nications from a set of I 
members -first level Trust Members - that affirm a lev el of trust of the Second ^ • 
Member: 

.querying at least one Trust Laver of the Professional C ollaboration Network | 
comprising trust linkages affirming trust mea sures of said first level Trust | : 

Members, of the Professional Collaboration Network for each of said first level | - 
Trust Members: 

.obtaining in response from the Trust Laver of the Profes sional Collaboration 
Network . communications from a set of members -second level Trust Members 
- that affirm a level of trust of the first level Trust Members for eac h of the first 
level Trust Members; 

1 

.iterativelv as in the last two steps obtaining a chain of trust linkages with 
communications between corresponding n ^ and (nn-l) leve l Trust Members 
to affirm a level of trust of the nth level Trust Mennber bv the in^Vf^ level Trust 
Member thereby building a connection threads 

.terminating the iterations of the last step when a predeter mined number -M- 
of Trust Members of level (n+l^ or less are determined to be t he First Member. 
thereby generating M complete connection threads: 

■comouting one or more aggregate trust measures from the re sulting M or less, 

iterative trust levels available to the First Member 
wherein a strength of linkage in said Thrust Nwetwork between pairs of members 
comprises at least one of the nature of, and the frequency of dialog between said pairs 
of members. 

3. .[CURRENTLY AMENDEDl A method for business decision support for creating an \ 
economic venture as in claim 1, wherein said accessing the professional abili ty of at | 
least one member from the Professional Laver s pjco of fields is a Euc l idQan space 
comprises: j • 

.creating a forum for interaction of the members and treads fo r each discussion | . 

topic: i : 

.visually representing components of professional fields of members along 
multiple axes representing multiple field types, about an origin, wherein the 
distance from the origin represents the level of competence: 

! : 

.visually representing each posting of each member on said forum with j ; 

components of professional field content in the posting along multiple axes j ; 
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representinR multiple field types, about an origin, wherein the distance from the 
origin represents the proportion of content in each relevant field: 

. visually representing each response to a posting or another response of each 
member on said forum with components of professional field content in the 
posting alon^ rnultiple axes representing multiple field types, about an origin, 
wherein the distance from the origin represents the proportion of content in 
each relevant field; 

.thereby creating a tree of different field strength components with accumulated 
responses; 

.accumulating the contributions of each member : 

thereby using the accumulated contributions of members to assess professional 
competence in any of the fields represented as dimensions. 

with dimonsions roprcgontingfioldsi 

4. .[CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 3, wherein the termination of any branch of the tree from 
any thread provides information on the professional competence of the last 
contributor to the thread. 

1, wherein said roforonces of memb e rs ore from memb e rs with direct linkages to the 
evaluated mombor^ 

5. JCURRENTLY AMENDEDI A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 1. wherein said fist member is a member of a different 
Trust Layer of the at least one Trust Layer, to the Second Member. 

wherein &aid user of sold dec i sion support system i s o mombor of said Trust Layor and 
sa i d Evaluated mcmbor and soid user be l ong to the same connGctcd network, and 
wherein said user rofcrcncQS ore gonoratod by pair w i se evaluation along one or more 
connect i on throodfl of a roputation of each mombor along said connact i on thread from 
s a i d - u s er to the member of the connoctcd network with a linkage to the Eva l uated 
Mombor> In conjunction with the rofcronco of the Eva l uated Mombor^ 

6. TCURREMTLV AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 2,i, wherein Reputation Guarantees are provided for 
members of the Trust layer further comprises the (n+l)th level Trust Member offering 
a (n-HlHh level Reputation Guarantee with a payout and a premium for the integrity of 
an n^^ level Trust Member contingent on the n^ level Trust Member offering a nth level 
Reputation Guarantee with a oavout and a premium for the integrity of an (n-1)^^ level 
Trust Member wherein thereby iteratively. the value of "n" changes along said 
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connection thread to "0" as defined by the said Second Member along a complete 
thread and wherein said reputation guarantees from the (n+l)th level Trust Member to 
the said Second Member creates a chain of reputation guarantees that support the 
reputation of the Second Member relative to the (n-f l)th Trust Member. 
whoro i n sa i d roputotion p rov i ded by a first mombor of a second mombor with o d i r e ct 
li nkage al ong a connect i on throod i s guaranteed thoroby creat i ng a reputat i on 
guarantoo along a linkage^ - af i d - ea ch of the l inkagos i n sa i d connoct i on thread h a v e 
reputat i on guarantees thoroby creating a guorontood connection thread. 

7. . [CURRENTLY AMENDED! A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 6, 

wherein said (n+llth Trust Member is the First Member and said chain of reputation 
guarantees are provided for a guarantee premiumfe ^ representing the aggregate of the 
reputation guraantee premia p aid by theiise fFirst Member . 

I 8. TCURRENTLY AMENDEDl A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 1, 

wherein the_» payout related to the guarantee fee-is paid by each of said guarantors 
through the Professional Collaboration Network if the reference proves to bo i nva li d not 
to predict outcome . 

I 9, fPREVIOUSLY PRESEiSiTEPlA method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 8, wherein a financial institution underwrites one or more 
of said reputation guarantees. 

10. .[CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 1, further comprising a bidding system wherein said First 
MeiTiberttseii may publish specifications for participation of one or more of said 
members and invite bids for participation and thereafter utilize the Trust Layer and the 

I Professional Layer to evaluate prospects in the context of bids received. 

11. fCANCELLEDI A method for businoos docision support for crooting on ocononn i c 
ventur e as i n clainq 1 whoro i n soid profes si onal l ayer comprisos mombers thot oro one 
or both of querying mcmbors and ropponding mombors, whoro i n queries of a qu e ryin g 
member in a defined flo l d in a spac ee f f i e l ds, is rosponded to by at loast one responding 
mombor with a response i n a doftnod fie l d in oaid gpoco of f i oldc ovoluotod for relevanc e 
by said query i ng memb e r, thereby ono or moro rosponsos of s a id query creating a 
rosponsQ trajectory in soid spaoo of fiolds a nd rolovoncQ to said quory^ and sequences of 
rosponsoG of ooch of sa i d members to ono or moro quer i es croatins a rosponso history 
and a re l ated professional reputat i on for each of said respond i ng mombers; 

I 12- .[CURRENTLY AMENDED] A method for business decision support for creating an 
economic venture as in claim 1, wherein said Professional layer comprises experts who 
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can evaluate a member and are members of the at least one Trust Layer and therefore 
may have connection threads to the First Member and thereby enable a Trust 
Reference by the Professional Collaboration Network.r 
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